
The mission of the Firwood United Methodist Church is make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. 

 

Celebration of Word and Life & Ministry of Rev. Dr. M. L. King, Jr.                                                                                                  

Second Sunday after the Epiphany- January 18, 2015 @ 11:00 A.M. 

 

Order of Worship  

Prelude:                 “You Are My Hiding Place”                                                                               Organist 

Lighting of the Candles:       Nick Matthews & Adam Chamberlain                                            Acolyte/s 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

**Opening Hymn:            “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                                                                      #519             

  

**Call to Worship  

L:  Christian friends, let us give thanks to God who blessed us with the life and service of Dr. King, Jr. who 

killed in the quest for justice and equality for all of God’s children everywhere. 

P: We thank God who created us and calls us to continue the unfinished quest for justice; 
L: Who blesses us with diversity and assigns us to seek for peace with justice in our communities; 

P: Who sends Jesus Christ into our lives to show us how to live among and with others. 
L: Who inspires children, youth, young adults, and people of all ages, races and sexual orientations. 

P: to seek justice, share wealth, power and live together in love and equality;  
L: Who invites us to join the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing and respect for the dignity and respect for all 

human lives. 

P: and whose presence, grace, and love sustain us in our living.  
L: Let us gather to worship God.  

P: To God be all glory, honor, and praise!  Amen. 

 

A Litany of Celebration of Dr. King’s Life and Service                                                                                                                                               
L: Martin King had a dream. The ideals of justice and freedom and the belief that all are created equal in the 

eyes of God are noble principles. But they are meaningless unless they become the personal possession of each 

one of us.  

P: For Zion's sake I will not keep silent. I will struggle with myself. I will not rest until the dream of 

justice and freedom becomes my personal dream. I must realize that I am not an innocent bystander. I 

can help realize the dream by my action, or delay it by in inaction.  
L: Martin's dream of a day when people from all races and nations, even the offspring of slaves and former 

slave owners, can sit at a table as brothers and sisters and find ways of transforming their differences into assets. 

That was Martin's dream. What is your dream?  

P: My dream is that one day soon I will find a way to stop just celebrating the dream and start living it. It 

must become a part of my daily life; or nothing much will change.  
L: The dream is not about an ideal world; it is about the real world. Martin King's poetic refrain, "I Have a 

Dream," is a call for us to remember the real world where injustice abounds. 

P: When I am in the shelter of my home I must remember the homeless. When I eat, I must remember 

the hungry. When I feel secure I must remember the insecure. When I see injustice I must remember that 

it will not stop unless I stop it. 

L: I have a dream!  

P: I also have a dream. I have a dream that the Holy Spirit will arouse in me that very flame of 

righteousness that caused Martin King to become a living sacrifice for the freedom and liberation of all of 

God's Children. Then I will be able to resist racial injustice everywhere I see it, even within myself. 

(The United Presbyterian Church) 

Sharing the Peace        (Let us offer God’s Peace to one another) 

 

Anthem:      Yes, He Did”                                                                                                           Senior Choir 
 

<>Sharing of Joys and Concerns/Prayer Requests 

 

Prayer Hymn:              “Let There Be Peace on Earth”                                                                 #431                              

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in Heaven, let your holy name be known, let your kingdom come, and your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today the bread that we need, and forgive us our wrongs, as we forgive those 

who have done wrong to us. Do not lead us into trial, but save us from evil for yours is the Kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen (Modern Version) 
 

Ministry of the Word 

 Responsive Reading:                 Psalm 24                                                                                      #755  

   Old Testament:     Micah 6:1-8 

** Gospel:          Mark 5:20-43 

Affirmation of Faith:      An Affirmation of Faith Based on the Writings of Dr. King   (see Insert)  

Gloria Patri:                                                                                                                                     #70 

**Hymn:    “My Hope is built on Nothing Less"                                                                        #368     
 

Message                             "Hope In His Dream”                                                      Rev. Anthony Brima 
 

Offering of Our Pledges, Tithes & Gifts  

**Doxology              “Thank You, Lord.”  UMH                                                                         #84 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

**Hymn of Commitment:          "We Shall Overcome"                                                            #533 

 

**Benediction: 

God, you are so loving and compassionate. You hear the audible cries of the poor, the hungry, and the 

homeless. You also hear the silence of inaction. When we become too comfortable and complacent, 

disturb our peace with questions. Ask us if we have good religion. Ask us if we love God. Ask us if we love 

our neighbors in the global village. Ignore our excuses. Ignore our regrets. Then, wait for our honest 

reply. And lead us to integrity in faith and action. Amen. 

 

Postlude:          “Shepherd Me, O God”                                                                               Organist 

Extinguishing of the Candles:                                                                                               Acolyte/s 

 

If you are visiting with us today, we pray your worship experience has been meaningful.  Please come and 

visit with us again!



Insert 

An Affirmation of Faith Based on the Writings of Dr. King  
 

I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which surround us.  

I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace, brotherhood and 

sisterhood are not possible.  

I believe there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression and violence, without 

resorting to violence and oppression.  

I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a way which rejects 

revenge, aggression and retaliation. The foundation of this way is love.  

I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. I 

believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil triumphant.  

I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their bodies, education and 

culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and freedom for their spirits.  

I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-centered people can build up.  

By the goodness of God at work within people, I believe that brokenness can be healed. "And 

the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and everyone will sit under their own vine and 

fig tree, and none shall be afraid." 

-- The United Presbyterian Church 


