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Pastor’s Message 

The mission of the Firwood United Methodist Church is to make disciples of The mission of the Firwood United Methodist Church is to make disciples of The mission of the Firwood United Methodist Church is to make disciples of The mission of the Firwood United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ For the transformation of the world.Jesus Christ For the transformation of the world.Jesus Christ For the transformation of the world.Jesus Christ For the transformation of the world.    

Dear Partners in the Master’s Service, 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from our Mother and Father God and unbroken redemptive love from 
Jesus, born to save and redeem every one of us everywhere from everything that deprives each 
of us from achieving every beautiful thing that deprives each of us from maintaining every per-

sonal relationship with our God. 
 
As we proceed one step at a time into 2015, I encourage my Firwood family to remain grateful, 

joyful and hopeful in a trustworthy God on whose wings we have come this far. 
 
We must remain grateful to God for there are many and varied, visible signs of a growing spirit 
of greater team work developing proactively in our administrative ministries including:  Trustees 
Board, Staff Parish Relations Committee, Education and Church School.  I am equally thankful to 
God for growth in both the Senior and Youth choirs which were recently blessed with new 

members. 
 
Our joy was increased for the remarkable church and community interaction and participation 
at the 2014 Summer Festival, the increasing participation in making pasties; the Advent Caroling; 

Thanksgiving Dinner; sharing of Christmas Gifts with church and community families, etc., etc. 
 
With the above blessings, we must have hope, unbroken and immortal hope for better days 
ahead of Firwood Church when we witness the bold and exciting participation of our young 
men and women.  Mostly from the recent Confirmation Class, these young persons are credit-
ed with participatory commitment.  Our young leaders re undoubtedly exhibiting unfathomable 
level of participation and contribution in Worship, in para-church activities, unforgettable 
Christmas Eve Celebration, etc.  With active adult participation working with the vibrant youth, 

our hope is realistic. 
 



With this hope, we will nurture, develop and grow our timely ministries of tech-
nology; stewardship of time, talent, skills, prayer, fellowship and service; focus-
ing on community and global Missions; reaching out to our growing YouTube, 
global worship participants; youth leadership in Christmas Eve pageants, growing 
choir and music ministries, increase participation of youth at worship and a trial in 
Contemporary style of Worship. 
 

Let us venture boldly into realistic hope.  Hopelessness is not a choice.  We can 
learn from many voices before us.  For instance, Mahatma Ghandi said:  “When 
every hope is gone, ‘when helpers fail and comforts flee,’ I find that help arrives 
somehow, from I know not where.  Supplication, worship, and prayer are not su-
perstition, they are acts more real than the acts of eating, drinking, sitting or walk-
ing.  It is no exaggeration to say that they alone are real, all else is unreal.” 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. challenged the hopeless when he said, “We must ac-
cept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

 

While serving a twenty-seven year unjust imprisonment, Nelson Mandela wrote to 
Winnie (his wife then) who understandably, was losing hope during the long  ab-
sence of her husband, “Hope is a powerful weapon that no one power on earth can 
deprive you of.” - Nelson Mandela from a letter to Winnie Mandela, Written on 
Robben Island, 23 June 1969. 
 

Finally St. Paul reminds us that hope is one of the immortal realities of life.  He 
wrote, “and now abides faith, hope and love—-these three will never die.”  (1 Co-
rinthians 13:13) 
 

May you be led by faith with hope in God to grow Firwood spiritally and psycho-
socially.  Our hope is in God, not in our fears, neither in ourselves, nor our tradi-
tions. 
 

Anthony 

FOOD PANTRY 
Item of the month:  Tuna Fish 
Please bring in pasta during the month of February and place it 
in the white bin in the back of the sanctuary or give them to 
Laura Lehnert.  Thank you. 

 

LENT 
 

Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on 
simple living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God. 
It is the forty days from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.  On 
Fat Tuesday, (the day before Ash Wednesday) in earlier times, 
people used to clean out their cabinets and use up all the sweets 
and sugar so they would not be tempted during Lent. 

TOP 10 THINGS YOU CAN TRY FOR THE LENTEN SEA-
SON 

 
10.Try an electronic fast and us the time to read and pray. 
9. Start a prayer rhythm.  Say a prayer every time you brush 

your teeth, hear an ambulance or check your e-mail.  Before 
you text someone, pray for them. 

8. Read one chapter of the Bible each day. 
7. Forgive someone who doesn’t deserve it (maybe even your-

self) 
6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee. 
5. Create daily quiet time. 
4. Cultivate a life of gratitude.  Write someone a thank you letter 

each week and be aware of how many people have helped you 
along the way. 

3. Be kind to someone each day. 
2. Pray for others you see as you walk to and from classes or 

drive to and from work. 
1.  Volunteer one hour or more each week with a local shelter, 
tutoring program, nursing home, prison ministry or a Habitat for 
Humanity project. 

PASTIES 
February 14th is pick-up day for pasties. They can be picked up 
between 11am and 2pm. 



DEDICATION SUNDAY 
 

When you become a member of Firwood United Methodist 
Church, you pledged to support the church with your prayers, 
present, gifts and service.  Your support is vital and needed to 
keep our doors open as well as to continue our missions and 
ministry within the community and beyond our doors. 
 
On Sunday, February 15, 2015 we will observe Dedication Sun-
day during the worship service.  We will present our pledge cards 
and pray for guidance as we budget the monies pledged for on-
going bills and planned activities for the coming year.  The Stew-
ardship Committee would like to thank everyone who has re-
turned their pledge card during the past month and ask that if 
you have not already returned it to please do so on February 
15th or send it to the church office. 

VALENTINE SOCIAL/DEDICATION SUNDAY  
CELEBRATION 

 
The “Triple Ms” (Marthas and Marys) are planning a Valentine 
Social in on Sunday, February 15, 2015 immediately following 
the worship service.  The group will provide spaghetti and meat-
balls and ask all planning on attending to please provide a salad 
item, bread, butter or a desert.  A sign-up sheet will be available 
for all who are interested in attending.  You can also sign up by 
calling the church office. 

VIGIL OF PRAYER 
 

On Tuesday, February 17, 2015 we will again observe our annual 
Vigil of Prayer.  As many of you are aware, we ask members to 
pray for fifteen minutes throughout the day beginning at 12 noon 
and continuing until 9 PM that evening,  We ask that you choose 
a fifteen minute time slot that works with your schedule and 
make it on the sign-up sheet.  The sign-up sheet will be available 
two weeks prior to the event.  You can also volunteer by calling 
the church office. 

 

FEBRUARY, 2015 
  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 – 4PM 
Confirmation 

Classes 

Begin 

2 3 4 5 
6:45—Bells 

6 7 – 11AM 
3 Ms 

Meatball 

Making 

8 
Boy Scout  

Sunday 

9 10—7PM 
Admin Council 

11 12—6PM 
Visitation 

Mtg 

6:45 Bells 

13 14—11AM-
2PM 

Pickup Past-

ies 

15 
Dedication 

Sunday 

Valentine 
Social 

16 17 Vigil of 
Prayer 

March News-

letter Deadline 

18 
Ash  

Wednesday 

Lent begins 

19 
6:45—Bells 

20 21 

22 
Invitation 

Sunday 

 
Station Grille 

11AM—6PM 

23 24 25 26 
6:45—Bells 

27 28 
Welsh cook-

ies 

Pick up Noon 
–2pm 

1 
Welsh Cook-

ies Pick up 

      
 



PRAYER CHAIN 
 
Please call Pastor Anthony at 570-822-6530 or 617-519-4440 
with any prayer requests that you would like on the  
Prayer Chain. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Please call and leave a message with your birthday or anniver-
sary.  We are updating our lists.  Call 570-823-7721. 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
2 Jessie McNevin 
3 Ruth Hagenbaugh 
4 Carol Evans 
5 Jacquie Davis 
     Hannah Suydam 
6 David Oram 
8 Beatrice Belles 
9 Bob Brown 
10  Anthony Brima 
13 Peggy Gilbert 
17 Vince Yurko 
19 Gordon Evans 
22 Sharon Brill 
23  Kayci Konopki 
24  Craig Coburn 
      Julie Dehnel 
26 Adam Zera 
28  Isabel Bannon 

DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH NEWSLETTER 
 

Tuesday, February 17th, is the last day to drop your newsletter 
articles into the church office. 

FLOWER CALENDAR 
Please contact Joyce Tremayne if you would like to purchase 
flowers in honor or memory of someone.    

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

VBS is being scheduled for July.  This year I would like to sched-
ule it in the morning rather than the evening due to sporting 
event practices.  This can only be done if enough volunteers can 
help in the morning hours.  If you are willing to help in any way, 
please see Jane Fritz or Pam Challenger. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS FOR EVERYONE 
 

Sunday School meets every Sunday at 9:45am in the overflow 
room at the .back of the sanctuary. We have a brief opening fol-
lowed by classes for all ages including children, youth and 
adults.  Please plan to attend and bring a friend. 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
 

Confirmation classes will begin on Sunday, February 1, 2015 at 
4 p.m. in the Social Hall of the church. 
We would appreciate some input from members of the congre-
gation.  If you are so inclined, we ask that you attend a confir-
mation class to show your support to these soon to be “newest 
members” of our congregation.  How can you help?............ Let 
them know why and how you became a member of Firwood.  If 
you are in a leadership role, you can explain what your job en-
tails or why you choose to do the important work of the church, 
or maybe you would just like to get to know these “soon-to-be-
members”, or provide a light snack. 
If you have questions about playing a role in confirmation or 
would like to be a part of this class, please contact Pastor Antho-
ny or Jane Fritz. 

THE THREE M’S  
 

The next meeting on February 7th in the Social Hall at 11:00 AM 
Will be followed by meatball making in preparation for the Val-
entine Social.  All are welcome to join. 



FUNDRAISER FOR GENERAL FUND 
COME SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH 

Go to The Station Grille (next to Ashley Furniture) for your lunch/
dinner any time from 11 AM to 6 PM on Sunday, February 22nd.  
A percentage of the amount of your bill will be given to the 
church for the General Fund.  Please make sure that you say that 
you are from Firwood.  

INVITATION  
 

Sunday, February 22nd is Invitation Sunday.  Please invite your 
friends, neighbors and family to the worship service.  We are 
happy to see visitors any time but on this Sunday especially. 

WELSH COOKIES 
 

February 28th is pick-up day for Welsh Cookies.  They can be 
picked up between 12am and 2pm or after the worship service 
on March 1st. 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 
 
On February 8th, we will be celebrating Boy Scouts Sunday 

COFFEE TIME 
 

Plan to arrive at church a few minutes early for a delicious cup 
of coffee (tea upon request) and a treat. This is a great time of 
fellowship with members of our church  family.  The refresh-
ments 
are compliments of the Marthas and Marys. 

FIRWOOD BAND 
 
Joe Baranoski is looking for people who play instruments to join 
the Firwood Band.  Practice will be only 30 minutes on Wednes-
day evenings.  The Band will perform at various activities 
throughout the year.  If you’re interested, call Joe at 570-793-
6338 

VISITATION GROUP 
 

Our visitation group will meet on Thursday, February 12 at 6:00 
PM 

 
PLANNING AHEAD— 

 
Tired of the winter weather???   Think Spring or Baseball!!!!!!!!! 
On Friday evening, April 24th the Sunday School has secured 
seats for a Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders baseball game at 
the PNC Field in Moosic.  The RailRiders are hosting a night of 
Friends, Faith and Fellowship.  Tickets are $5.00 which includes 
Firwood’s name in lights, player testimonials, and Fireworks at 
the end of the game.  More information will be coming soon, but 
mark your calendar for this special event. 

ON CHILDREN 
 
Your children are not your children.   
They are the sons and daughters of lifes’s longing for itself. 
They come through you but not from you, 
And though they are with you yet they do not belong to you. 
 
You may give them your love but not your thoughts, 
For they have their own thoughts. 
You may house their bodies but not their souls, 
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, 
Which you cannot visit, even in your dreams. 
You may strive to be like them, 
But seek not to make them like you, 
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday. 
 
You are the bows from which your children 
As living arrows are sent forth. 
The Archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite, 
And He bends you with His might 
That His arrows may go swift and far. 
Let your bending in the Archer’s hand be for gladness; 
For even as He loves the arrow that flies, 
So He loves the bow that is stable. 

Kahlil Gibran 


